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B¢ JOSEPH 1. C. CLARKE,

“1 cannot be of the opinion of the re-
tormers of manners In thelr severity
owurd plays: but must allow that a
good play, acted before a well bred au-
dlence, must raise very proper incitement
to good behavior, and be the most quick
and the most prevalling method of giving
young people a turn of sense and breed-
ng

[T sounds a little far off as we pace ity

meastiged sentences, for indeed it wag

written by Addison for a public turn-

ing somewhat from the brilliant in-
delicacies of the Restoration dramatists
ind applauding plays of bétter moral
fbre. He was adventuring on the stage
himeelf and winning renown as the author
of the tragedy of *Cato." But it is just
as true of New York to-day as it was of
London exuctly 200 years ago.
Our present session of evil stage exhi-
bitions and evil smelling plays has aroused
pew outcries against the theatre. The
“vice play” has been rampant and obtru-
The nudity of performances in
theatres and vaudeville houses, whare
snce all was so fastidiously proper, have
given many a shock. Now the vice play
is in the movies, and patience with the
theatrical commercializing of impurity
seems at an end.
Ihe American theatre is out of swad-
dling clothes; it is wearing its own tailor-
made garments. It takes for granted the
opposition of old fashioned clergymen
who, like Addison s “reformers of nan-
ners,” decry all stage performances as
things of the Evil One. Secure in a tre-
mendous following, it de Is with the

Bive.

broadly irrespective of good or evil. In
other words, it banks on the emotions,
the likes, dislikes, aspirations, passions
of the community, and looks for ita re-
wards to its aptitude in “holding the
mirror up® at the proper angle.

The up to date dramatist watches the
wrend of popular precccupation, and if he
possibly can writes around it. The mod-
ori inanager selwes it and proiects it with
more ‘and more daring. Muckraking
troduced an order of attrac tive and
jotent politico-social play that ran from
*The Lion and the Mouse® to *The Dawn
of a To-morrow.® A wave of indignation
over conditions in the “white sla e”
traflic was promptly answered by “The
Lure,” *The Fight," *“To-day.” “Our-
wives” and “The House of Eondage,”
produced, and a large number struggling
fir production. Such a flood of muck
seemad incredible. ‘The plays exploited
the life of the stews which had only been
known to the general public through

Cuntinued from Sirth Page.

our alplomacae missions; that is to say,
Jke military and naval attaches, One
of them will have his headquarters in
London, another In Paris, another in
Berlin, amother in Rome, another in

Usllao, Peru, and another in Melbourne,
There will be fourteen of them In all
and thelr pay wWill be high-— $4.000,
$4.000 and $5,000 a year, with allow-
ances in addition for rent of office
quarters and clerk hire.

“There will be no lack of applicants
for these places, dnd yet it will not be
tazy to Ml them satlsfactorily. The
men appointed will be chosen solely
‘for fitness, and the requirements will be
so exacting that few can meet them.
These commercial attaches must pos-
seu8 an adequate business training so
that the reports they make will be at
once practical and useful. They must
Iw able to speak the language of the
country to which they are sent, and,
which |s by no means least important,
they must be of suitable address in
order to represent our Government
creditably.,

“Although malintaining headquarters
for business purposes, they will be foot
lunse-—free, that is to say, to go where
they will and make investigations any-
where they choose. Bome of them will
cover more than one country. For in-
stance, & commercial attache stationed
4! Berlin may cover Norway, Sweden
end Denmark. They will devote their
«1tire time to the promotion of Amer-
fran commerce. It will be their task
to keep this bureau in close touch with
the progress of trade, so that nothing
tun happen of importance to our com-
mercial Interests without our getting
rews of it right away, by cable if neces-
sury

“We are golng to study cost of pro-
I tlon at home and abroad, taking into
tousideration wages, methods of mar-
woung and all matters that are llkely
+ help Congress in establishing tarlff
vs, The duty of making this investi-
retion has been speclally assigned by
Cungress to the bureau. At the present
tivin we are studying the pottery In-
dustry, & complete picture of which, as
! axiata to-day in the United Btates and
forvlgn countries, will be presented be-
fore long in & report. Wages, hours of
tor, relative cost of production in the
I'nited Htates and other countries and
all other matters relating to the subject
Wil be comprehensively discussed. If,
I 1he lilght of knowledge thus gained,
Conkress wishes to modify the duty on
dottery it will have Information far
more complate than has hitherto been
Wtainable anywhere,

"“imilar atudies will be made in other
fie'ds.  Apparently the public expects
tFal future tariff legislation shall be
a:04 upon such facts as it Is the pur-
bi=e of this bureau to collect, rather than
0 ex parte statements by interested
fersone testifying before committees of
‘Jueress, Incidentally it is to be taken
''r granted that any Industry will be
Subktantially bemefited by a complete

public in the terms of “attractions,” |

novels or through the somewhat gloating
reports of investigating committees.

Some of these plays prospered with
their impure offerings, and when they were
assailed by feeble tongued remonstrants
managers and authors had no diffoulty
in getting certificates of “worthy motives"
from a surprising array of uplift workers
and the little group of tingling society
women who hover with breathless inter-
est and curiosity over the outer edge of
the social Inferno avowedly for reform
purposes. The police clumsily tried their
hand, but the only result was the suppres-
sion of a too-horribly obscene passage
in one play and the suppression for the
time of another. The doctored play
failed to attract utterly, but it should be
said that in its original form it had drawn
the public poorly.

“The Lure,” the firet of the series, has
at lust left its first home in New York.
“Ourselves”™ has gone into the storshouse.
Well written, with excellent character
sketching, its unnecessary exposure of
the general hopelessness of reform
methods killed it. One play alone holds
the public in any numbers now. Curi-
ously enough, it tells a story written for
and of vice conditions on the lower East
Side—all its characters were Jews—but
with a little jugglery it is advance to the
upper West Side with strictly Christian
dramatis persone. Bo, it illustrates the
invading character of all pests and

plagues that lift their heads in the pur-
lieus and spread upward. Our dooctors
are inventing antitoxins for the diseises

| of the body. Who will be clever enough, |

| bold enough to make one for the diseases
{ of the world of shows?

Not the press, for the newspapers have
simply judged play after play, condemn-
ing partly and condoning otherwise. A
| certain scene was “regrettable,” and so
|on. They were held back also by the
thought that abusing the play roundly
might crowd the houses!

Not the pulpit, for the clergy have
stood nervous between the reform plea
put forth by the managers and the filth
that was pouring out over the footlights
from the rise to the fall of the curtain.

pected to ring out in trumpet tones?

From the midnight supper hall of the
Friars®

Absurd!

From that frankly cynical and wholly
hilmrious gathering of theatrical man-
agers, half managerr angels. authors,
press agents, actors., scene painters and
dramatic sidelights generally who gather
ever %0 often to the number of three or
four hundred and sup largely - and noisily
~to the accompaniment of sarcastic
badinage, witty persiflage (they love the
last word) and humorous stuntse till the
! #mall hours are well grown up, where the

| most beloved are the beet roasted and the |
little read but often powerfully written | cigar has a tendency towar . the corner of | or more after noon. The tall actor had | assume to be. But this all men of the

1!:'-|umnlum‘-l with all the conditions re-

lating to that industry bLoth here and
abroad. Knowledge of this comprehen-
sive kind cannot be got by the manu-
facturer for himself, but the Govern-
‘ment will get it for him.

“COne of the most important functions

newspaper. The writers whose articles
compose this journal are the Consuls In
the mervice of the United Btates, who
have orders to contribute whatever
strikes them as most Intercsting and
most important to American trade, The
paper |8 called Daihs Consular Reports
and it has a circulation of 20,000. This
takes In most of our manufacturers and
exporters who are Interested In foreign
trade.

“Unlike other newsmpor’. the Daily
Congular Reports does not print as many
coples as it can circulate, The demand
for it I8 much greater than the supply.
In fact we have at the present time a
waiting list of something ke 2,000
anxious would-be subscribers who can-
not get the paper. The reason why ls
simply that the dally edition Is limited
to 20,000 and Congress has refused to
enlarge it.

“The paper, you see, is not sold, but
glven away to subscribers, Those to
whom {t is not given cannot buy it and
there is no way in which they can get it,
It sgeems to me, however, that there is
an easy mode of escape from the diM-
culty. Congress does not wish to appro-
priate any more money for the publica-
tion, but why should it cost the Gov-
ernment anything at all? Why should
the bureau not be allowed to sell t?
Business men would gladly pay the sub-
scription price, which would be only §3
or $3.60 per annum—Ilittle enough for a
newspaper which is sometimes sixteen
and sometimes thirty-two pages, with a
total of perhaps 6,600 pages a year.

“One of our speclal services is the pub-
llcation on the back page of the Daily
Consular Reports of so-called ‘foreign
trade opportunities.,’ These are notes
sent in by Consuls from all parts of
the world relating to openings for
American goods abroad.

“Our Consul at Tientsin, let us say,
learns of demand for 1,000 or more talk-
ing machines. If they can be delivered
with reasonable promptness there is an
Iimmedlate market for them. He sends
word of the matter to this bureau and
it is publlshed among ‘trade opportuni-
ties.! The note, however, makes no men-
tion of Tientsin, because to do so would
be to give away the Informatlon to for-
elgn commercial rivals, It is printed
with a4 seria]l number attached and any
Américan manufacturer of talking ma-
chines can find out all about the matter
by writing to the bureau and referring
to the number,

“The ‘trade opportunities’ are always
published in this way, cryptically. For
instance, one of them, printed the other
day, read: ‘A large wholesale and retall
house. doing an extensive, high class
trude wishes catalogues, pricey and sam-
ples of funcy sllk, cotton and worsted
plece goods suitable for ladles’ dresses.’

It was not stated in what country the

Where, then, mnust a clear noise be ex- |

the mouth, o much of an off night from
distresaing convention do the average
Friar and his average friend make it?

‘I\:.:II. it was just there that the loud
volce was heard.

And whose voloe?

One would be inclined to dally with the
reader by mentioning this solemn star or
that aspiring manager and then saying,
“not the man." You would guess long
and then be astonished when the answer

came:

De Wolf Hopper.

Of all the apostles, that six feet six of
humorous humanity! De Wolf Hopper,
the elongated and side aplitting hero of
“Fl Capltan.” “The Charlatan” and a
soore of other comic operas for a score of
years De Wolf Hopper, whose recitation
of "Casey at the Bat" has lent a glow of
joy to many a score of droopsome eve-
nings. De Wolf Hopper, now daily and
nightly making thl\ little ones howl with
delight as the friend of “Hop o' My
Thumb” over at the Manhattan ()pera
House, playing Santa Claus on Christmas
Day for the stage kids too.

He spoke right out in meetin’. Letween
one comic stunt and another not so comic
the well known, loud. clear, rasping vet
oddly musical voice said pungent, stinging
things atiout the “vice plays,” the musio
hall nudities, the vaudeville vinlent and
vulgar dances, the grovelling in theunder-
world of the movies. Sitting before him
was many a man responsible in some
degree for the stage offences against
de ency. Was he not earning his bread
himself at the managerial table?

Astonished silence greeted him at firet,
with much looking one at another, much
burning of fingers with lighted matches
as the smoker forgot to draw until the
burning sentence he was hearing had
reached a period. Then howls of ap-
plause, more and more of it, and a great
yell as he shortened his length by forty
inches and sat duwn. Just last Sunday
1 ight all this

t is distinctly not the custom to report
the speeches at the Friars' suppers. The
absence of the reporter goes to the com-
fort of the convivial. But somehow the
news would not down, and some of last
Monday's papers had an appreciative ha'f
column or so, but none of them reported
the speech at length, as anything about
' DeWolf Hopper should be, one might say.

What was printed of his sudden address
travelled far, *and every soul cried out,
well done.” After the surprise that
greeted it. as coming from an actor-—-a
comiec actor—the certainty grew that from
fnu one more authoritative could it come
| with such force. It was the cry of the
' stage itself, the outraged stage, against
* “such fantastio tricke before high heaven
| as make the angels weep” and which have
!‘ brought such discredit on it
! DeWolf Hopper has no record of his
| spesch,
1 “It all came on me in & minute, the men
| there in front of me, and the thought buz-
{ zing in my head. I'm never at a loss for
i words. 1 cannot recall it either, but [
| know what impelled me, and [ know the
drift of it. [ can tell vou that *

And s0 he began t was half an hour

retail house was located. Manufac-
turers of such goods, however, were at
liberty to write and ask for the address,
hoiding the latter as confidential,

“The value of the 'forelgn trade op-
portunity’ column as a medium for
bringing together the American manu-

Tokio, another in Buenos Ayres, an- 1of the Bureau of Forelgn and Domestic| facturer or seller and the forelgn buyer
othier in Rio de Janelro, another in|ommerce is the publication of a daily | could not be better shown than by a

letter received the other day from Con.
sul John H. Grout. Writing from
Odessa, In Russia, he says:

“'Some months ago A well established
and reputable firm located in a large
Western city wrote to my office ex-
pressing a desire to deai directly with
American houses Interested in its lines.
For several years past this house has
been buying annually about $60.000
worth of goods originating in the United
States, through houses in other Euro-
pean countries., It deals also in goods
of other natlonalitles, It desired to in-
crease its volume of American goods,
but by dealing direct with the American
manufacturer or seller,

“*“This office suggested the insertion
in our Daily Consular Reports of a
trade note, which was published. In
order to ascertain the result, the Rus-
slan firm was addressed. It replled as
follows: “I am In receipt of your es-
teemed letter, and fulfilling your re-
queat I beg to acknowledge that the
success of your Insertion has been a
beautiful one, as I have received about
forty offers and came in relation with
American houses.” '

“This Russian house has since taken
the sole agency for the sale of a well
known American shoe, A single ‘trade
opportunity’ note will sometimes de-
velop surprising results, enabling the
manufacturer to get connections In
forelgn countries, and soon perhaps to
furnish hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars worth of goods In a year to a
market that was previously unknown.
Thus, it is not surprising that many
thousands of American firms read the
‘trade opportunities’ dally, and that we
get from 50,000 to 60,000 letters of In-
quiry In regard to them annually.

“Hitherto this bureau has had an
elaborate and comprehcnsive system of
collecting information and handling it,
but the business of distributing it has
been less well developed. We are try-
ing to expand our publieity service, and,
a8 one means of accomplishing this, we
are getting in touch with commercial
firms, Importers and exporters, and
commercial organizations, chambers of
commerce, boards of trade, export as-
soclations and others, our ultimate ob-
Ject being to put information into the
hands of the people who need It, to
Elve It to them In such a way that they
con readily use it, that the usefulness
of it will be impressed upon their minds
and that they will be led to turn It to
practical account. Aiready in three
years there has heen an Increase of
400 per cent. In the number of letters
recelved by the bureuu, which shows
that more business men are looking to
us for information, and ere making
use of |t,

“This burean represents the business
men of the country in much the same
way as the Department of Agriculture

| taken the subjects of the ‘vice plays,' and

DeWolf Hopper, Apostle of Cleanliness on
- American Stage, Attacks the Vice Play

“The Present Craze for Indecency Cannot Last Much Longer,”" He Declares, and
He Scores the Pretext That the Purpose Is for Uplift---New York Theatres as
a Whole Prove That the Better, Purer Plays Are Really Those That Prosper

barely breakfasted, and was looking for-
ward to starting for the matines. Clad
in a gorgeous sky blue man's robe of Jap-
anese silk with large and complicated
Kioto designs in white upon it he madean
Impressive figure sitting there and pour-
ing out in full tide his indignation, his
artist indignation, and his hope.

“My wife bought it at a great bargain,”
he chuckled, *in S8an Francisco,” and he
expanded his broad chest to bring out the
white whorl upon the bosom. Then, with
& quick turn to the serious he went on:

“Why, my thought was this: This pres-
ent craze for Indecency of soene, of sub-
ject, of gesturs on the stage cannot last
much longer. Let us look the facts in the
face. It is the usual transition from the
normal. The normal of our stage is de-
cency, bocause the American people are
decent. We must turn back to type.

“It began to deviate, to broaden. One
play went a little further than another,
and when the last drew crowded houses,
the next exploiting manager and author
went still further. They were not con-
tent with the outside of the dens of in-
famy, they would go ineide. They would
not merely allude to the inmates, but
would make them speak and snact some
of the doings there. That of the plays.

“A dancer came from ‘study’ abroad,
and in the gauziest of raiment made a
music hall sensation of a salacious dance
with a story to it. She had ‘copped it’
from somebody else abroad, but it went
here as u great discovery, the eyes of the
men popping as they looked at this woman
writhing. nearly naked, all over the stage
and falling in simulated excitement that,
by the way, displaced the padding that
turned her skinny contours into shape-
liness. Then another and another and
another dancer tried the same thing, each
with a little more indecency, a little less
covering and a little more padding. Then
one vaudeville manager after another
‘took them on,' until the infection of
nudity and noisomoness oovered the
vaudeville stages of the country. And

now- —

*“Take the moving pictures. These are
the pantaloons of the drama. You know
in the old pantomimes a great part of the
fun was that the clown did some trick,
and got away with it, and the old panta-
loon tried it to his own discomfiture,
Well, the movies try whatever the stuge
tries, and since they are cut off from the
help of dialogue they must concentrate
in action and illustration. They have

have gone further with the same sneak-
ing. lyving excuse that it is in the name of
uplift they are doing it. |

“Uplift? Well, you want to note the!
savage way they fight for every dirty
dime that comes acroes to them. Uplift?
Tell that to the society dames fthey get
certificates from, to the clergymen they

bamboozle into a beliel in their motives; |
don’'t tell it to me; don't let them put it

them, and you know them, too
“Now, God knows, | a'n no prude

{don’t know that any wholesoma grown
'

man of the world is, whatever he ma

Uncle Sam Ferreting Out Trade Opportunities

| above the level of beasts beyond a defini:e
over on you: don’'t you be foolish enough ; puint.

to put it over on anybody else. | knnwl “And this is the point I make. These
; !dﬂ\'iuliﬂnn from the normal only pay

world know, and the rest—authors and
managers included -might as well know
it, that in indelicacy of subject, of scene,
of character, of spoken word, of sugges-
tion, of dance, of picture, of exhibition
you can only go so far

“There is a limit beyond which even
or Pt OF
=== cannot go. They must all stop
short somewhere. Nothing is possibie
in public exhibition wherever men are

and all publie exhibitions hang upon that
word ‘pay'- they only pav as they fur- |

same kind that preceded.  That is the u.h-i
#olute rule. They attract only a certain
kind of mind anyway, and it is the class

of mind that calls an indalicacy 'punk'i

if it's no more indelicate thay something

toaly insome

DeWolt Hopper.

that the real prizes are In the better class
fplay.

“We have authors who adventure into
new realms of reality and who do not go
down to the sewer for their subjects. The
real successes of to-day are their encor-
agement. [ tell you | get more joy out of
my nightly and in this season daily ap-
pearances in the extravagances of Hop o
My Thumb,' these heart to heart conti-
dences with the kids of all ages, than an:
actor gets out of the vile plays, howeve,
potently written. 1 am not denying the
ability in some of these plays, but it i-
Most |y they are poor things
nan intellectual sense

“I'herefore, 1 say, let the public and

| Mish an advance in nastiness or sugges- ' those to whorm the public looks for guid- |
i tion on the paying propositions of the  ance

the papers. the pulpit, the police
end the state of things where, as [ said the

! other night, the question for the heads of |

families is not ‘What plays shall we see?’
brt ‘What plays can we gee*
“And if the guides are dumb, let the pub-

| that titillated the season betore or earlier | fie if surprised into being present at any

repregents the farmers, In any given
centre of population the local comine r- |
cinl organization is engaged ‘n promot- |
ing commerce for that local'ty on lines
parailel to those on which we are 1ryving |
to promote it for the entire nation. |
Hence It {s that an active chamber of |
commerce of any commercial city ful
regarded by us as an ally,

“We encourage such organizations to!
suppleinent our service by giving addi-
tional publicity to the trade Information
we collect, We send them all our pub-
lHeattons, including confidential clreu-
lars, and they carry on a supplemental
distribution in their own districts, which
extends the service,

“This kind of work {t was in fact that
led to the formation of a national
chumber of commerce. When the Pres-
ident and the Secretary of Commerce
culled a conference of the comierclal
organizations of the entire country to
discuss the project it was to this bureau
that was as=igned the task of arranging
all the detalls. We had complete rec-
ords of all such organizations, their
membership, &c., and the Invitations
were sent out by us, The result was
the creation of the Chamber of Com-
merca of the United States of America,
of which nearly 400 commercial bodies
are members,

“It Is hard to get the average manu-
facturer, or even exporter, interested in
statistics. The everyday business man
Is shy of them. And yet there is many
an interesting story told by our tables
of figures, especially in the fleld of for-
elgn trade.

“Suppose, for instance, that a manu-
facturer wants to know in what coun-
tries there is a demand fur the particu-
lar kind of goods he producess. He can
find this out at a glance from table 19,
which s a key to the whole subject. It
shows for every month and every year
what has actually taken place in the
Interchange of products between the
United Btates and all the other com-
merclal nations in the world, It sets
forth the imports and exports of mer-
chandise into and from the United
Btates, by countries and by principal ar-
ticles, for the lust five years, It Is
published annually,

“Comparatively few businesa men are
even aware of the existence of this
table. Writers on commercial subjects,
librarians and & few others know it, but
not the great majority of our mer-
chants, manufacturers and exporters.
We would like to get our statisties into
wider circulation and make them useful,
Especially manufacturers who are Inter-
ested in export trade should acquire
the habit of buying table 19 every year.
It can be obtained from the superin-
tendent of documenta at the Govern-
ment Printing Oftice at & nominal price,
It contains over 100 quarto pages.

“This bureau I8 now spending $325,-
000 a year. The Becretary of Commerce
18 going to ask Congress to ralse the ap-
propriation to $760,000. If this is done
all branches of our service will be ex-
tended, and we shall be able to gather
and distribute commercial information
on such a scale us wlll render the
bureau a most efticient ald In the de-
velopment of American trade all over

the world"

inthe sime season,

“Bad as they are then, humiliating to |
every actor aud above all BVOrY Gctress |
trapped by hard circumstances into aot- |
ing an them, I see un approaching end for |
tham. They can go no further in nasty |
revelation without reaclhing a point where
the staze will be mobbad by outraged |
audiences and a betrayed public. Theay
will stop short. Some managers will
take big risks of the kind, but even
- . who would risk the police court
with joy, will stop this side of & play that
would liternlly wreck his theat re.

“Already thereare self-respecting vaude- |
ville men of the greater circuity who'
refuse to appear in certain houses. There
are houses where any iittle murderess or |
centre of a licentious scandal can get |
three weeks of painful if profitable pub- !
licity; where anything or any body that can |
pique vulgar, prurient curiosity is wel-
come. These houses will always be at |
the possible low water mark of morality, |
but they are staling fast. They cannot
meet the demand they have created and |
are ginking fast to bhe the resorts of |
‘rounders’ of both sexes, mostly male, |
however, thank heaven. They cun only |
go %o far.

“Think of it]" and a fine light glowed !
in the tall actor's eyes. “These things
are of the sewer, and the sewer. ever |
accumulating more filth and reek, must |
flow downwara if it lows at all; and where !
does it end? At last in the wea, in the |
opean, where Nature's purifying hand '
resolves its contents into its elements |
It is gone. But with truth, with beauty, |
it is like the flowers that rise up green |
and thrilling with promise and burst into |
blossom, and their bloom and fragrance |
and charm of color are repeated year |
after year endlesaly. {

*Who would hesitate to choose between |
the rose garden and the dunghill? Is not |
all the teaching of the uges that we should |
move along the lines of the beauty and |
truth that are eternal? There are other
ways than this mass of nublic defilement !
tao bring about reforin where reform !
is needed. It will take long to undo the !
harm that has been done to refined
thought, to cleanly life, to the minds |
of the young. But one thing is certain, |
the present phase of exhibition rotten- |
ness {a reaching its period. 1t will have |
a forcible end if it fuils to end itself

“And look at the New York stuge us
a whole. Does it not show that the hetter,
purer pluys if they contain the right
human ingredients in the right kiudl
of story and setting, with the right tech- |
nical treatment, are really the plays|
that prosper greatly? What has drawn |
better than that pure bit of fine charucter |
played by Laurette Taylor in 'Peg o' My
Heart,' the innocent, tickling humor of
‘Potash and Perlmutter,’ the jollity and
grip of 'SBeven Keys to Baldpate,’ the
dainty eweotness of 'Prunella,’ the fine
humor of “The New Henrietta,' the thrill
and joy of Cyril Maude's ‘Grumpy.’ the |
fine flights of Forbes-Robertson in his
olassic and standard repertoire, the niive
humor and satire of ‘General John Regun,’
not to speak of the powerful long lasting
drama, ‘Within the Law'? All go to prove

Coffensive, atrocious play give lond poise

to its displeasure and thereafter stay
away.  Four vears ago thero the
most carelul scrutiny of manuscripts for
the risky or unoclean he groatest of
vaudeville circuits had u hard and fas=t
code agamst uncleanness and profanity,
and 4 man was safe who trought his fam
iy to visit them. Now how different!
Uneother thing Tam convineed of . namely,

Wias

i that many of the clean, payving pivces of
| this geason have owed a large portion of
their crowds 1o their bemng the only choice
| of the layont that meets the eve in the wd-

vertising columns and in the recom-
miendations of decent acquaintances and
friends

“If there wua no way out | would not
have had the impulee that fed me o
speak out hefore the Friars, but there s
a way. It is the way of the flowers and
not the way of the sewers "

De Wolf Hopper's words and thoughts
come from a ripe experience and a wide
khowledge and from love and respect
for his art, though he moatly illustrates
ity lighter side. He has moreover no
illusions about the nature of the nanagers
of commercialiatic spirit. He knows the

scrupulous from the unscrupulous, the '

white from the yellow among them, and
his thought s worth wide dissemination
and frank acceptance

He is, a8 hie says, no prude, but what
he pleads for i of the nature of sunlight,

and it should be allowed to penetrate to |

the inner chambers of the public con-
sciousness. It is not clear to me that he
meant more in speaking out than just
the joining of a strong conviction to an
opportunity for emphatio utterance. hut
to my humble surprise, and no doubt to
hosts of others, he will stand forth as the
apostle of cleanliness on the American
stuge. Let us give his thought wings
Lot us bring to complete truth the
concluding ®entence of Mury Caroline
Crawford's recent interesting volume
“*The Romance of the American Theatre.*
for it has to-day a very regrettable quyli-
fication. Bhe says: “The prospects of 1he
American theatre were never so encouryg-
ing us now; for besides being the heir of
ull the ages in the realm of drumatic ex-

pression it presents to knight-errants of !
every race and of every cause an open

door of opportunity .”

Some rats have climbed up from the
sewer nnd have come in through that
open door. let the rat killers get (o
work. With that exception Mrs. (ruw-
ford’s words ara true: thers is & world of
hope and promise of the hest

s HY 18 it that every one
W seems (o be mo genial, =0
courteous and so obliging ut

this thne of the year?' remarked o
man to hig friend in & Broadway sub
way car the other mornine,

thing for me, o perform sone little
favor and to make himsel! gencrally
useful, They don't do It at other times
of the year.

“Having resided at an uptown hotel

“Ryepy |
one secins Lo he 80 Auxlons to do =ome-

for the last elght months [ have had

ample apportunity to study the atti-
tude of the emplovees in the different
SegNONs U'p to the last two Werks no

pardcular attention was paid to me and
I was treated Just ke an
mortal. T had to go to the
inguire If there wi re Jott
elevator boy

ordinary

ers for me; the

Was none too anxious to
carry me up stairs and often the desk
clerk wasd tardy In calling me in the
morning. “The chambermatd went abongg

the work in my room i o perfunctory
way, and onee or twice 1 wus on the
verge of changing my restdetice hocatise
|1 thaught that enough o
| not begne

| .

|

“Ior s

Lo Wi
T
cason or other all 1hese
)

churiged

W W

the hert

and 1

thies

or

fi
cokn am
Were oWy
) Cannot 3]
enough for me and 1 il to under
| stand it

“When I steall inte the 1ok
evening t desh clork eant
my m:
about

in the
IO @ive i
1S 8o geniul
it 1 puzzles me to imagh

it Peason for the tdden transformatio

The elevator hoy s wialtimg tor me wit}
LHDeArs so

it he

1o quickly and h
t t}

anxtous
barely

Arnud
wh iy room

ndition sines
had 1o
harpdy Ler thie ies olert fors
finm

to ®et in the car,

I' take my meals ont, and n th

restuurant wheps 1
hreakfus
Spot
off
me to place 1t on the
not  permit
card Instead, hie piceks
with one hand while he
coit with the thot

“The food v hettor (asting and mueh
better cooked,  Larger por
USul seenr o b seryedd
miak Nt 4
In my coffie avd he s
whethier eversthing suits me In fart
I conuld not b (g 1o botter f T were
President of the United States

O course | ovis

Ay

the watter Jolinny on the
as soum us | onter, He Lielps me
with i tot permit
rack, will
1mp the
"up the

hangs

me o pick menn
ot
up the

tiona
The walter
cream and sagar
inxtons to leam

s hnste

mMort
BT nir wWith a
pleasant good morning
mare interest in om

| Some mornings he spends
on them that 1 e to oask him
hurry because 1 am F
the office at g oer n time 13:4¢
expliinz that he wis)

e smil

extra good shine and | will
| mit me to step oaat 6f the ehadr ur
he shines my hoote ant! o siop
Althongh 1t 13 not W' custom at ot her
timnes by .‘”’l\' 1 mae Py ledane 1 thie
f morning whhonut paving bocuuse 1 0Ll
"not happen Cte Yiaw change i n
Imieet
{ ppe OWNner of the newss=tand at w
T bhuy iy paper has AP r W
for me when | arrive He do 1
thrust ¢ paper into my hand
i2 aceustomed to 1t other tinn s of
the year, bt Nas it neatly folded, ¢
£ rainin Wl 1 am carrying an
| vmbretla he inglsts on closing it for me
I fuct ? will n permit me to de
invthing that he can do tor np
SPhe 1 t it the booth greeta
" with <1 faee and he does
ot ohgect 1F 1 pass five pennfes to him
o ns welcome  them, and e
iher morning when 1 aecidontally
deopped the ticket e rushed out and
pleked i up for He was even so
COurtests one morning as to tell me
there was a block on the road and .
P miaht e delayved,  There have bween
th Lloed o the road, Yt that was
the Grest time he over told e e
tHoeket  chopper fnsists on taling  the
teket from my hand awd despping @
o the box, thus <aving me the offart
UNaturally Laon pozzled to know why
S0 many tak nointerest bnon
(1}] of iy friends st o« o Ny
Years s coming: bt 1 oo TEREETTY
friend s wrong in his suspuci fur all

;le.‘ﬂ persons  cinnet e
such a mercenary motive

)

actiatod by

r i

e g Wy e LT

S




